- THE HARVEST 0F THIS WORLD.

A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE BIBLE PLAN OF REDEMPTION, WHICH
SPANS THREL WORLDS: “‘THE WORLD THAT Wasg," ‘'
WORLD TILAT NOW 18," AND “'THE WORLD TO COME ;"
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: PURLISHED 1Y

. H. BARBOITRL
C. T. RUSSELL.

——— A —

ROCITESTER, N. Y.
1877.


















































































a4

vest is the end of the world; and in the time of harvest” &e.
(Matt. 13). Ilere we learn that the gathering of the saintsisa
part of the work of the harvest. And it is taught, in many pla-
ces, that their resurraction oceurs only at the coming of Christ.
Ience, if he is to come to karvest the earth, to gather his saints;
and is also to come “with all his saints;’ there must be two parts
or stages of his coming.

With this view, and it seems consistent, these two classes of
Seripture hecome harmonious. e comes as a thief to harvest the
carth, or gather his saints; and he comes openiy, with all his
suints, and every eye shall see him, after the harvest is ended.

If Christ comes in all his glory, on leaving the Iloly Place,
it wonld be in dircet opposition to the teaching of the law;and it
is “casier for heaven and earth to pass; than for one jot of the
“iaw to [ail.”  The laying off of those glorious garments, and com-
ing out, as hewent in, was made a very prominent feature of the
atonement.  Ience I would ask the reader for his own sake, to
be eandid enough to admit there mey be more in regard to the
coming, than the one grand glorious outburst for which so many
have looked.

The harvest is a definite period of time ealled “theé end of the
world.”  And the work of the harvest is of an entirely different
nature fromthat of the gospel. One is sowing seed, the other,
gathering fruit.  Oneis done by men, the other, by Christ and
the :mgoTs. And although both may be going on at the same
time, still the work of harvest must have a definite beginning.
And as tares and wheat are to grow together until thc%mrvcst—,
and the harvest is the end of theworld [ «ion, age], it follows that
when the harvest begins, a period ealled the end of the age, begins.
And yet the living saints are not taken until near the end ol the
harvest. And as they are found in the mill, field, and bed, it is
very evident the angels are invisible to them while gathering
the tares; whether it be alonger or shorter period.  And yet
notwithstanding this, it is not out of character to suppose, as they
are children of light, that the day of the Lord will not come on
tlem unawares; hut that by taking heed to the sure word of proph-
ecy, they should know their whegeabouts and time of visitation.

Beeause the change from mortality to immortality comes in a
moment, it does not follow all the work of the harvest must be
consummated in the same moment.

It is not our objeet now to show the length of the harvest; but
simply that there 7s such a time, and that it is to transpire dn-
rings the mortality of the saints. And that while Chyist and the
angels are doing the work of this cospel harvest ‘the world will
B peeneennt of whint js eeoinee o and the ehaeeb, <1 walking








































































52 SPIRITUALS.

selves groan within ourselves,” waiting for the adoption, that is,
the redemption of our body.” 1lence this glorious manifestation
is not due until the saints, “Sown a nafural bhody, are raised a
spiritual body.”

—O__

TIIE NATURAL AND TIE Sl’[RITUAL..

Many seem to think that a spiritual body is not a literal body,
Inother words, that itis not areal body.  Literal, says Webster,
means real; not figurative or metaphorieal.

“There is a natural [animal] body, and there is a spiritual
body,” (1 Cor. 15: 44).  Does any oune suppose the apostle here
teaches that there is a real body, and there is a figurative or
metaphorieal hody; and as we have horn the image of the read,
we shall bear the image of the metaphorical ? One would sup-
pose they so read, from their exceeding blindness in recogniz-
ing any but the natural, or animal body.  They scem fearful lest,
if the 1dena be entertained that Christ comes the second time in
any other than an animal body, it will lead to the rejection of
a literal resurrection, &e. We do reject the idea of the saints
heing raised “a aatiral, or animal body;” and if that is reject-
ing a literal resurrection of the saint, we must plead guilty, and
beg to be excused simply on the ground that the Almighty has
said, “ It is raised a spiritual body.”

Now will sonie one inform me why it is unseriptural, or fanati-
cal to maintain that Christ has a spiritual body; and, as the
saints are to be like him, that they ave raised spiritual bodies.
Because some seem to think that a spiritual body is not real, but
is only a metaphorical body; and that nothing is real except it
is “of the earth, earthy,” is no reason why those who can dis-
cern spiritual things, which the natural man eannot, (see 1 Cor.
2: 14), should remain in darkness. The two cases on record in
which a spiritual body is described, (Dan. 1Q: 6-, and Rev. 1:
12—, represent a very nice kind of a body, and one which Dan-
iol appeared to think was real.”  And webave the promise of be-
ing made like unto his glorious body; and that as we have borne
the image of the earthy; we shall also bear the image of the leay-
enly.  The first man and his race are of the dust of the ground,
and thevefore, of the earth.  Christ also took upon him our na-
ture, to work out a plan by which we can take upon us 2is na-
ture; and as he has borne the image of the enrthy; we shall al-
sa bear the image of the hn:l\‘cnl_v. “Yea though we have
kunown Christ after the flesh, henceforth kuow “we him  no
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more.”  Many seem to think that heeause Christ appeard under
a veil of flesh, after his resurrection, just as the Lord appeared
to Abraham, that in some way they are to know him aguin al-
ter the flesh. The world may see him thus; but we shall see him
«g he 787 and not nnder a vail.

To the natural man it is foolishness, neither ean he understand
the things of the Spirit. Ilence, to teach that one who is born
of the'Spirit can come and go like the wind; is foolishness to
them. If they cannot rise above the flesh, how can they believe
when told of heavenly things? Ilence, the only course left for
them, is to explain away these texts.

When it is said, “This same Jesus which ye have now seen go
into heaven, shall so come, in like manner, as ye have seen him
go;™ the “natural man” at once fixes his mind on, not the Jesus
who would suddenly appear in their midst; and then vanish out
of theirsight; and who was mysteriously invisible during most
of that forty days of his presence in his spiritval body; Dut on
Jesus in the flesh; forgeting that we are to know him no more,
after the flesh.  The Jesus that went away was the one born of
the Spirit; a being who, according to his own words, is as invisi-
ble to mortals, without a miracle, as is the wind. 1le would
suddenly appear in their midst, ¢ the doors being shut;” and then
“vyanish out of their sight.” Nor could they tell “whence Ile
came, or whither he went.  So is every one that is born of the
Spirit.”  Z%is is the Jesus who went away; and who comes
again “in like manner. There are experts at caplaining away
Seripture, who can dispose of tliese things and make them mean
nothing, I admit; and so they can any and all Seripture; never-
theless the word of God standeth.

To the natural man, a spiritual body means an earthy animal
body with spirit, instead of blood, runing through the veins
and arteries.  And yet spirit is nothing real, but rietaphorieal.
Therefore, a spiritual heavenly body, is a fleshly earthy body
with a figurative or metaphorical substitute for blood. Trulya
wonderful discovery. And this, it scems, is the highest ideal of
aspiritual body to which the natural man, unaided by inspiration,
can attain.  Ilow then ean we talk to them of the kingdom of
(God, which 2 man cannot see, until he is born of the Spirit; and
which will therefdre never be visible to the man in the flesh.

“1le shall sit upon the throne of his father David,” to them
means aovestitution of Israel in the flesh, with Christ exslied to
reign on an carthly throne over an earthly Jerusalem.

What then does Gal, £: 22-37, mean? ¢ For it is written,



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































